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PS ALM Xc. 4. 


For a Thouſand Years in thy 

7. Sight are but as Yeſterday 

when it 1s paſt, and as a 
Watch in the Night. 


EAR H ouG rx Meditations on 
Time and Eternity can 
never be unſeaſonable to 
Creatures that have fo 
near a Concern in both 
as we Mortals have who 
are paſſing through one 
into the other; yet there are certain Oc- 
caſions when Reflections of this Nature are 
peculiarly proper, ſome additional Circum- 
ſtance concurring to render them more 
uſeful and affecting. I take the preſent to 
be ſuch a Seaſon. We have ſeen the 
Funeral of one Year more, and the Begin- 
ning of another. This is a fit Stage ,to- 
A 2 reſt 
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reſt our Thoughts a little, to conſider 
how much of our Race is run, and of 


our Work diſpatch'd ; to look back on the 


Way that is paſt, and forward on that 
which remains; and to think how we may 
direct it ſo as to redeem the Time we 
have loſt, and get ſafe to our Journey's 
End. a 3 | 
Tu E Title of this Pſalm will inſtruct us 
in the Author of it. Tis \RiPd à Prayer of 
Moſes the Man of God, occaſioned, as *tis 
thought, by God's Difpleaſure againſt the 
Iſraelites, for their Provocatians in the 
Wilderneſs, and* particularly their Mur- 
murings at the Relation which the Spies 
brought 'em of the good Land; which Sin 
of theirs ſo highly offended God, that not- 
withſtanding, at the Interceſſion of Moſes, 
he pardon'd their Iniquity at that time, 
he yet ſwore they ſhould never enter 
into his Reſt; but their Carcaſſes ſhould 
fall in the Wilderneſs, even all that were 
number'd of them, from tWenty Years 
old and upwards, who had murmured 
againſt him. This Decree, reducing the 
Lives of that Generation to ſeventy or 
eighty Years, which from that time was 
to be reckon'd the ordinary Standard of 
human Life, leads this good Man to me- 
ditate, on the one Hand, concerning the 
Eternity of God, and his Watchful Provi- 
dence over his Church in the ſucceſſive 


Ages 
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Ages of the World, Ver. 1, and 2. and 
on the other, concerning Man's Mor- 
tality, Ver. 3. both which in the. Text 
he joins in one and the ſame View, that 
he might the more illuſtrate them by a 
Compariſon. For 4 thonſand Tears in thy 
Sight, &c. He puts the Cafe of a thou- 
ſand Years, becauſe immgdiately after the 
Fall the Years of Man's Life did not come 
very much ſhort of this Number. The 
Length of this Term he compares to that 
of Yeſterday, as it appears to us; becauſe 
a Day bears but little Proportion to a 
thouſand Years ;- but chiefly becauſe Time 
ſeems to us much ſhorter when it is paſt, 
than when it is to come; almoſt as No- 
thing. Another Similitude, and which, 
perhaps, expreſſes the ſame thing in a more 
lively Manner, is that of a Watch in 
the Night. The Ancient Jews divided 
their Night into three Watches, (ſay ſome) 
conſiſting each of four Hours; the Evening 
Watch, that which was ſtrictly call'd the 
Night Watch, and the Morning Watch. 
According to others, into four Watches 
containing three Hours each. Now what 
are three or four Hours ſpent in Sleep, ? 
The Time when we begin to ſleep, and 
the Time when we wake out of Sleep 
are, as to us, immediately connected, and 
the Space between, that is conſum'd in 
Sleep, how conliderable ſoever it may be 

in 
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in itſelf, in our Eſtimation goes for nothing. 
Such, and no more, are a thouſand Years 
in the Sight of God. 850 | 


_ Firſt, 'T ms ſame Portion of Time as it 
is . paſt appears much ſhorter than 
when 1t 1s to come. | 

Secondly, I x. the Sight of Gop the 
_ Jongeſt Term of Years is as no- 
thing. 


Firſt, THE ſame Portion of Time, ec. 
Time 1n itſelf is the ſame, but not in our 
View. To Morrow will conſiſt of the 
very ſame Number of Hours and Minutes 
as Yeſterday, and yet, becauſe it is to 
Morrow, is ſeemingly of a much greater 
Length: The Eye of the Mind contracts 


the one, while it enlarges the other. We 


have livd in the World twenty, or thirty 
Years; ſome of us more: Let me appeal 
to you, at the ſame Time that I ſpeak 
for myſelf, Whether your Life hath not 
been like a Tale that is told ? Time hath 
ſtolen away ſo inſenſibly, that we can 
hardly believe ſo much of it hath run 
out while the Tale hath been telling. 
Whether you have not been like them 
that dream, ſcarce to be perſuaded that 
you have dreamt away ſo much Time? 
And whether one Year to come makes 


nor 
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not a greater Appearance in-your Thoughts, 
| I will not ſay than two or three Years, 
but, than all the Years: that are paſt? 

What ſhould cauſe this Difference? I 
f hall affign a few of the plaineſt Reaſons, 
7 and then ſee what Uſe this Obſervation 
may be applied to. | N48. 

1. Wx are more accuſtomed to look 
forward than backward; like Travellers 
that are continually preſſing on, and have 
a great deal of Way before them, but 
regard not what they have gone over. 
We conſider Time paſt as loſt and pe- 
riſh'd, and ſo as nothing to us; we over- 

{ | look it, and have no Pleaſure to fix our Eye 
upon it. And this, perhaps, is one Rea- 
ſon why the Time paſt appears ſo much 
ſhorter, and Time to come ſo much lon- 
7 ger than it is. We care not to refle& 
on the former, we love not to employ 
our Thoughts about it, we reckon it to 
be utterly deftroy'd and ſwallow'd up in 
the Gulph of Time. Whereas, on the 
i Wn other Hand, we trouble ourſelves about 
| Futurity. more than we ſhould do: *Tis 
_ perpetually running in our Heads; we 
often. forget the preſent to think' of it, 
| and are full of Care and Anxiety con- 
| cCerning it. The Cauſe of our Diſregard 
for the paſt, why we think of it ſo ſeldom, 
1 and with ſo little Application, is, that we 
4 are Enemies to the Duties of Self. Exami- 
e na 
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nation and Repentance. We know within 


ourſelves that our paſt Lives will not bear 
a Scrutiny ; that, ſhould we pry into 


them with any Exactneſs, and carefully 


look over our Actions, we thould find 


abundant Matter of Humiliation and 


Self. Abaſement. We therefore turn our 


Backs on the paſt, we baniſh it from our 
Thoughts, and endeavour to annihilate it, 
that we may not be made uneaſy with 
its Remembrance. Were Time paft the 
Object of our frequent and ſerious Me- 
ditation, together with the Dealings of 
God's Providence with us therein, and 
our ap arch cn; oh God, it en not 
appear ſo exceedi rt; but as ſuch a 
Review would nol” afford us much Plea- 
ſure, we ſtudiouſly avoid it, Nor would 
our Folly in this Conduct -be fo inexcufa- 


ble, if, by neglecting the Confideration of 


the Lears we have prodigally waſted, we 
could wipe them out of -God's Book, f6 
as that he ſhould never call vs to account 


for them: But his Eye is never the Tefs 


open and attentive, becauſe we ſhut 
A 0: Ts. 1 * 
2. WE take our Eſtimate of Time paſt 


and to come by different Meaſures. Of 


Time paſt we judge by Memory and by 


— — — 
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Experience: Of the Time to come, by 


our Imagination, by our Deſigns and Pro- 
jects, by the Diſcontent we are under 
with our preſent Condition, and the Hopes 
we entertain relating to the future. Let 
me ſpeak to theſe diſtinctly. 


Or the Time paſt, then, we take out 
Account, 


1. By our Memory. The Time we 
have liv'd is thought longer or ſhorter, 
according as we- remember more or leſs 
about it. Now as it is but little that we 
can recolle& of the Train of our Actions, 


When we ſet ourſelves in earneſt to it, 


and much leſs that we actually do ſo, 
for want of liking to ſuch an Employ- 
ment, *tis no Wonder we have ſo leſſen: 
ing an Idea of the Years that are paſt. 
As we are active Creatures, we mult be 
ſtill doing ſomewhat or other; our Nature 
will not ſuffer us to be perfectly idle. But 
tho all our Time be fill'd up, yet, on the 
Reflexion, it is not much that our Meino- 
ry can recover of the Wreck; the greater 
Fart by far eſcapes us: Which proceeds 
either from hence, that our Memories are 
weak and narrow, and not capable of 
lodging ſo many Things ; or, from our 
Actions being ſo trifling and inſigniſicant, 
and done with ſo little Attention, as to 

B make 
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make no Impreſſion on the Memory; or 
rather from both. I ime paſt reſembles 
the Sea, with a Veſſel here and there 
floating upon it. | ; 


Apparent raræ nantes in Gurgite waſto. 


Looking back on our Lives, an Action or 
Event more remarkable than common, 
now and then, occurs to our View; all 
beſides is empty Space, and-becauſe empty 
ſeems almoſt nothing. As the Space be- 
tween us and the Stars, tho* immenſely 
great, containing no ſolid Objects by which 
to meaſure. it, 1s leſs in Appearance than 
a few Miles view'd from a riſing Ground, 
with Fields, Rivers, Houſes, and other 
Objects for the Eye to faſten on, and to 
judge of the Diſtance by. 5 

2. Wx frame our Notion of Time paſt 
by Experience. We have found that to 
be little which, while it was to come, 
was eſteem'd a great deal; and being 
thus diſappointed in our ExpeQation of 
it, and experiencing it to be much leſs 
than we imagin'd it, we paſs into the 
other Extreme, and judge it to be much 
leſs than really it is. Experience unde- 
ceives us as to thoſe great Thoughts we 
had of the laſt Year when we began it. 
Oh what a Length of Time was it then 
deem'd ! But now we have travell'd it 
a: Over, 


— 
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over, and that hath prov'd to be but a 
momentary Duration which we fancied 


be —— 


we ſhould never fee the End of, we ate 
convinc'd of our having miſreckon' d. But 


how convinc'd ? So as not to be guilty of 
the fame Error in relation ro the Years 
that are yet future ? Alas! no; but we 
magnify thefe as much as we did the 
paſt ; tho? as to the paſt we are ſenſible, 


and freely acknowledge, that we. were 


miftaken; Is it not ſtrange we ſhould 


thus delude ourſelves, and at once fee our 


Miſtake and repeat it ? By theſe two 
Rules we eſtimate Time paſt, Memory, 

and Experience; which occafions its ap- 

pearing ſo ſhort to us. On the contrary, 


Or the Time to come we take our 
Account, | 


1. From our Imagination. Imagination 
and Memory are, as it were, two Glaſſes, 
through which the Soul beholds the ſeve- 
ral Objects that come before it. The 
Nature of Memory is to leſſen and con- 
tract the Diſtance; 'tis the Property of 
Imagination to extend it; and at the ſame 
Time tliat it encreaſes the Diſtance, it 
— the Object too. Wherein it 
differs from all otlier Proſpectives, which, 
in Proportion as they widen the Diſtance 
of a Thing, leſſen its Magnitude. What 


B 2 a 
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2 | mighty Space of Time do we fanoy a 


few Years to be? And how important is 
every Thing which our Imagination re- 

reſents as happening to us in them? 
Indeed, Reaſon 1s a higher Faculty than 
Imagnation, and was beſtow'd on us by 
our wiſe and bountiful Creator to this 


very End and Purpoſe, among many others, 
that we ſhould not be impos'd on by the 


falſe Reports of Fancy. But what ſhall 


we ſay? We love to be deceiv'd, and 


will not hearken to Reaſon, left it ſhould 
rob us of thoſe Pleaſures of Imagination 
with which we fooliſhly amuſe and enter- 
tain ourſelves. ö t 
2. WE eſtimate future Time by our 
Deſigns and Projects; and proportionably 
as we multiply theſe, we enlarge that. 
One Man is intent on filling his Bags, 
and making his Heap bigger: Another 
contrives to pull down his Barns, and 
build greater in their Room: There are 
ſuch and ſuch Journeys to be taken, ſuch 
and ſuch Things to be done, ſuch and 
ſuch Projects to be tried, ſuch and ſuch 
Alterations to be made. All this will 
require a great deal of Time. Where- 
upon we graſp at as much Time as we 
{hall need: We pleaſe ourſelyes with the 
Thoughts of many Years, and of the 
many Things we will do every Year, 


* 


ERNITY., 


ba, — 


n 


TIME and ET 


Conſiliis Animum fatigas? 


ſaith the Heathen Poet, admirably well, 
Why ſbouldſt thou tire thy Mind with medita- 
ting long Deſigns, to which it is no Way e. 
qual ? It is great Folly to do thus; but 
it is extremely natural. The Brain is 
continually teeming with ſome careful 
Thought, and the Soul always buſy in 
forging Devices, regarding the preſent 
Life. And tho' it be no Reaſon why we 
ſhould think of Life as long becauſe: we 
have found out Work for it, and cannot 
Jultily our Conduct but on Suppoſition of 
our having a great deal of Time to ſpare, 
yet we make it a Reaſon; and that our 
Time may be commenſurate to our Cares 
and ' Buſineſs, we purpoſely miſtake in 
meaſuring it, WET V* 
3. WE take our Account of future 
Time from our Diſcontent with our pre- 
ſent Condition. Time flows not now 
fwifter, and now flower, but keeps on 
with one ſteady invariable Motion. How - 
ever, tho Time differs not, Men differ in 
their Notions about it. One thinks it 
runs, another that it creeps ; for one it 
moves toq faſt, for the other too flow. . 
The Foundation of this Difference is to 
be ſought for in the different os” 
iy 
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and Poſtures of their Minds. He that is 
uneaſy and diffatisfied in himſelf, exercis'd 
with Affliction, and fretful becauſe he is ſo, 
counts every Day to be Ten; Weeks are 
Years with him, and Years are Ages. When 
he looks forward a ſmall Times a tedious 
Duration, and he 1s ready to conclude will 
never arrive, nor the preſent Hour or 
Day be at an End. So Job, who yet was 
an Example of Patience, Job vii. 4. When 
lie down I fay, when ſhall I ariſe, and the 
_ be gone? and 1 am fall of Toſſing to 
and fro unto the Dawning of the Day. Now 
when there are ſo many afflifted Perſons 
in the World, and ſo many more difcon- 
tented, it is not at all wonderful that there 
are fo many to whom Time appears longer 
in the Proſpect than it does in the Review, 
Hence by the Way, I would obſerve the 
aggravated Miſery of the Damn'd. If to 
a Man in a ſuffering State, or even in a 
State which would be comfortable enough, 
were he not his own Tormentor, a Space 
of Time which he can eaſily look to the 
the End of, is fo very grievous ; Lord 
(think I) what muſt Eternity be, a Du- 
ration that hath no Period, when it is to 
be worn'away in Pain, Shame, Anguiſh, 
and Deſpair ! A groundleſs Diſcontent often 
makes our Burthen, but theirs is really 
tolerable, | | 
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4. TRE Time to come is extended by 
the Hopes we cheriſh in Relation to it. 
We firſt endeavour to perſwade ourſelves 
(and 'tis no great Difficulty to do this 
when we heartily ſet about it) that by 
ſuch a time we ſhall ſee a great many 
happy Events ; and then having taken up 
this Perſwaſion, we are in haſte to have 
our Hopes crown'd with Enjoyment, and 
think every Minute in the mean 'while 
to be double. Thus when the Mother of 
Siſera was eagerly expecting the Return 

her Son from a glorious and joyful 
Conqueſt, ſhe is deſcribed as looking 
out of the Window, and crying, Why is 
his Chariot ſo long in coming ? Why 
tarry the Wheels of his Chariot? her wiſe 
Ladies anſwer'd her, yea fhe returned 
Anſwer to herſelf, Have they ndt ſped ? 
Have they not divided the Prey? to Siſera 
a Prey of divers Colours of Needle-work 
on both Sides, meet for them that take the 
Spoil * Judges v. 28, 29, and 30. The 
Mother 1magin*d ſhe ſhould never fee her 
Son's Arrival, fo impatiently did ſhe long 
for the welcome Time; as indeed ſhe 
never did. The Wiſeman hath obſerv'd 
that Hope deferred maketh the Heart ſick, 
Prov. xlii. 12. The Mind grows tird 
with its own ExpeQations, as a Bird 
wearies itſelf in beating againſt the Sides 
of its Cage, Our Impatience to be in 

| Poſſeſſion 
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Poſſeſſion of our Wiſhes makes us accuſe 
Time, that unfainting Traveller, of being 
ſlack in his Motion. Wherein we are 
like the Merchant, who, having Ships at 
Sea richly freighted, fancies they are long 
in their Voyage, tho? Winds and Waves 
conſpire to drive them to their Haven. 
Thus (as an ingenious Author takes notice) 
4 Altho' the whole of Life is allowed by 
every one to be ſhort, (and I may add, 
they all complain of its Shortneſs) “ the 
“ ſeveral Diviſions of it appear long and 
« tedious. The Uſurer would be very 
« well ſatisfied to have all the Time an- 
c nihilated that lies between the preſent 
« Moment and next Quarter-Day. The Mi- - 
& nor longs to be at Age, then to be a Man 
“ of Bufineſs, then to make up an Eſtate, 
“ then to arrive at Honours, then to retire. 
« Several Hours of the Day hang upon 
4 our Hands; nay we wiſh away whole 
« Years, and travel through Time, as thro 
« a Country fill'd with many wild and 
« empty Waſtes, which we would fain 
« hurry over, that we may arrive at thoſe 
« ſeveral little Settlements, or imaginary 
« Points of Reſt, which are diſperſed up 
« and down in it.” And notwithſtanding 
that we are generally diſappointed in our 
Hopes, we renew them again as faſt, as 
they are broken in Pieces, and ſo continue 


doing, till Death comes and convinces us 
that 


4 
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that our long Life was but a Moment, and | 


our fine Hopes but a Dream. | 

I sHALL now make a brief Applica- 
tion of this Point. Tis cettain, and a 
Thing not denied, that the ſame Portion 
of Time, as it is paſt and to come, ap- 


pears of a different Length. In this Caſe 


our Concern is to be on our Guard, and 
to take heed that this wrong Appearance 
do not delude and enſnare us, and produce 
Errors in our Practice. And that it may 
not we ſhould often call to Mind theſe 


two Things; That the Time paſt is much 


to come is much ſhorter. 


longer than it appears, and, That the Time 
1. Ir will be of uſe frequently to con- 


ſider, That the Time paſt is much longer 


than it appears: I mean, as it is a Part 


of our ſhort Life. Tis neceſſary we ſhould 


conſider: this, that we may be thankful 
for the Time we have enjoy'd, may be 
humble and penitent for having ſpent it 
no better, and ſee the Neceſlity of quick- 
ning our Pace, and doubling our Diligence 
for the future. Time is the Gift of God; 
of ſuch ineſtimable Value, that Gold and 
Silver are not to be weighed againſt it. 
And if we judge of the Time we have 


lived by its Appearance, what muſt fol- 


low? Muſt we not conceive more meanly 

of the Gift, and detra& from the Bounty 

of the Giver 2 A Benefactor ſupplies me 
E 


with 
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with a conſiderable Sum of Money, which, 
in caſe I ſhould judge of it by the Figure 
it makes through one End of a Proſpective 
Glass, I. ſhould efteem but a Triflfe: But 
as I ſhould! be; ridiculous to ground my 
Judgment of it on fuch a View, ſo I ſhould 
be. ungrateful. And yet, if it be not the 
ſame Thing, tis one very much like it, 
that we are all guilty of, when taking a 
Sutvey of our paſt Lime, we forget to 
conſider it as much more than it appears. 
Tis: farther needful, we ſhould thus con- 
ſider our Time, that we may be dul 
humbled for having miſ-ſpent and mil. 
employ*d ſo 1 We caſt a careleſs 
Eye over the Time paſt of our Lives, and 
ſo value it as a Thing of no Moment. But 
oh, we ſorget how many Years one after 
another have been indulg'd us! We for- 
get how rfiany Opportunities have occur- 
red, and been ſlighted! We forget how 
much Time we have had to work out 
our Salvation, and how little, how very 
little of this important Work is yet done! 
Let us be humbled under a Senſe of our 
Idleneſs, our Folly, our Guilt. Finally, 
the ſame Thought is expedient to teach 
us greater Care and: Induſtry. in impro- 
ving this Talent. Is ſo much of my ſhort 
Lite gone? So much of my little Stock 
ſpent? I find I have none leſt for Va- 
nity and Sloth; happy, if by my utmoſt 
— Appli- 
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Application I can repair my Loſſes,” A 
Man that hath been loitering away his 
Time, and conſults not the Clock or the 
Sun to know the Hour of the Day; but 
concludes he hath not gone far in the 
Day, becauſe the Time hath ſlid away 
unobſerv'd, will be encoutag'd in his Sloth, 
and ſtill delay to ſer to his Buſineſs: Tis 
the ſame in our ſpiritual Concerus. 
2. WE ſhould conſider that the Time 
to come is much ſhorter than it appears. 
Here what is wanting in real Length we 
piece out in our Imagination: In Which 
we are extremely imprudent; for beſides 
that we may not live ſo many Lears as 
we childiſhly count upon, and 'tis very 
probable that we {hall not; if we ſhould 
ſee thoſe Years come and go, they would 
ſhrink in the wearing as muh as all he- 
fore them. And why then {hould we 
look upon it as à long Time that we 
have to live? Shall we not heteby be 
deceived into Thoughts and Purſuits that 
agree not to frail dying Creatures? Shall 
we not be tempted to delay and poſtpone 
the Concerns of our Sduls? and put our, 
ſelves under the Power of things preſent 
and ſeaſible? This is the uſual and al- 
moſt una voidable Conſequence of Mens 
regarding the remaining Part of their 
Lives as a long Space of Time: Where- 
as the Effects of conſidering it as much 
| „ ſhorter, 
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ſhorter, than it appears to a misjudging 
Fancy, are as beneficial as the 'others are 
_ miſchievous. For were this Truth once 
Well ſettled in our Apprehenſions, and 
often and ſeriouſly thought on by us, 
that Time is ſhort, we ſhould be quite 
other Perſons than we are, and look up- 
on all Things about us with quite ano- 
ther Eye. See how the Apoſtle improves 
this Meditation, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. 
But this I ſay, Brethren, the Time is ſbort. 
It remaineth that both they that have Wives 
be as though they had none, and they that 
weep as though they wept not, and they that 
rejoice as though they rejoiced not, and they 
that buy as though they poſſeſſed not, and they 
that uſe this World as not abuſing it 
For the Faſbion of this World paſſeth away. 
This Thought would ſerve to cool our 
Deſires, to moderate our Paſſions, to check 
our Hopes, our Fears, and our Delight 
about theſe periſhing Things. We ſhould 
not be thoughtful for to Morrow, nor 
boaſt of to Morrow, becauſe future Time 
is much too ſhort to warrant one or the 
other. Suppoſing Riches to increaſe, we 
ſhould not ſet our Hearts upon them, the 
Time is ſo very ſhort in which we can 
enjoy them, Suppoſing our Troubles to 
_ multiply, yet ſhould we bear up under 
them with Chriſtian Courage and Ma- 
gnanimity, knowing our Afflictions N 4 
{te | 3 ot 
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both light and for a Moment. And is a 


momentary Comfort or Trouble worth 


making ſuch a Stir about? Would it 
not be Folly to let my Affections be 
carried out to Things that are on the 
Wing, and fly away with the Swiftneſs 
of an Eagle? Or to ſink under a Bur- 
then that will ſhortly be taken off from 
my Shoulders? And as this Repreſenta- 
tion of Time would have a good Influ- 
ence on our Paſſions, to regulate them 
when in Danger of being too powerful- 
ly excited by the good or evil Occur- 
rences of Life; ſo would it have an In- 
fluence as may upon our Actions. Since 
my Time'is ſo much ſhorter than it 
appears, I know what I have to do. M 
Buſineſs is to ſerve and glorify my God, 
and ſave my Soul, to walk by the Go- 
ſpel Rule, to improve every Opportunit 
to' my ſpiritual Good, and always to a 
as one on his Probation for Eternity, and 
juſt "oy to be ſummgned to his Audit, 
looking for, and haſting to, the Coming 
of the Day of God; wherein the Hea- 
vens being on Fire, ſhall be diſſolved, 
and' the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 
Heat. 1 3 0 

So much for the f Doctrine, viz. The 
ſame Portion of Time appears longer or 
ſhorter, as it is paſt or to come. 
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Secdnaly, I's the Sight of God the longeſt 
Term of Years' is as nothing. Behold, thou 
haſt' made my Days as an Hand. breadih, and 
my Age is as nothing before thee, Pſa. xxxix. 
5. Speaks the Pſalmiſt this, only becauſe 
the Life of Man is now cut ſhort, and 
the Days of out Years are threefore Years 
and ten? Was it, I ſay, in reſpect only 
of the preſent narrow Bounds of human 
Life, that he ſaith his Age was as nothing 
before God? No, for in my Text, alluding 
to the long Lives of the firſt Generation 
of Men, he faith, That 4 thouſand Years in 
Gou's Sight are but as Teflerday, or as 4 
Watch in the Night. And it is the fame 
if we remove the Boundary Thouſands: or 
Millions of Years forward: This mighty 
Sum of Years conſiſting of as many Fi- 
gures as can ſtand by one another in the 
longeſt Line, is in his Eye but a Collection 
of ſo many Cyphers, of which the Sum 
total is nothing. It is eaſy to give an 
Account how this may be, and indeed 
that it cannot be otherwiſe, I ſhall men- 
tion in a few Particulars. I 
1. Gov is infinite in Knowledge. He 
comprehends in one View the paſt, pre- 
ſent, and to come; and with a ſingle 
Glance beholds chat Eternity of Duration 
which hath neither Beginning or Ending. 
P/. cxIvit. 7. feat is our Lord, and of great 
Power : his Underſtanding is infinite, It 1s 
Kas on 


8 ___ 


. 


NTT. 28 


on Account of this ſuper- eminent Kw 
ledge of his that he challenges the Heathen 
Deities. Let them ſhem us what: ſhall happen: 
Let them ſbem the former Things what they be, 
that we may conſider them, and know the latter 
End of them; or declare ta us: Things to come. 
Shew the Things that are to come hereaſter, 
that we may know that je art Gods. Abo 
nah declared from the Beginning, that mt may 
Lom? and before Time, that we may ſay: he i 
rigliteous? Iſa. xli. 22, G. The Glory he 
'afterwards himſelf lays: Claim to. I an 
the LORD, that is my Name, and my Glory 
will I. nat give to anot her, nor my Praiſe to 
| 2 Images. Behold, the former Ihings are 

' irome to paſe, and nem Things do 1 declare: 
by 4 they ſpring forth I tell un of them, a. 
xlii. 8, 9. From the Height of his Un- 
derſtanding, as from a Watch-Tower, lie 
ſurveys the long Series and Progreſs of 
Ages; and thoſe Rvents which are hid 
from us in the obſcure Womb of Futu- 
,rity, are to him ever and alike preſent. 
Now to an Eye that can command this 
- boundleſs- Proſpect, the Age of Man (I 
might as well have ſaid of the World) 
-is- ſcarce a Point A Space of Ground, 
but a Mile in Compaſs. appears of a great 
Extent to one that ſtands on a Level, 
and cannot look beyond it; while a Per- 
ſon, that from a high Mountain can on 
every Side fee a valt Way around him, 
paſſes 
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paſſes over. ſuch a Spot almoſt without 
Notice. How much more would he do 
ſo; if he had a clear Idea of the Diſtance 
between Earth and the remoteſt Heaven, 
and could at once take in the whole 
Univerſe? The whole Globe of Earth in 
ſuch a Compariſon would be no more 
than a ſingle Grain of Sand is now. It 
is thus, if I may ſo explain it, That the 
Omniſcient God beholds the longeſt Term 
of Years as bounded at both Ends by 
Eternity, in which it is ſwallowed up and 
loſt, as a ſingle Drop in the wide Ocean. 
2. HR is God bleſſed for ever. His 
Title is the bleſſed God, 1 Tim. i. 11. He 
enjoys the Perfection of Beatitude, and 
never hath the leaſt Diſſatisfaction to in- 
terrupt his divine Contentment; Ia his 
Preſence is Fulneſs of Jo, and at his right 
Hand are Rivers of Pleaſure for evermore. 
And as a Stream of Water running over 
a ſmooth Bottom, and of a great 
beſides, glides with a till and inſenſible, 
tho' rapid, Motion; ſo Ages of Delight 
flide on in a profound Peace and Tranquil- 
lity, and are accounted as Moments by 
him who is infinitely happy and well- 
pleas'd in the Contemplation and Enjoy- 
ment of himſelf. We find that Joy. adds 
Wings to Time itſelf, and that the more 
compleat and ecſtatick our Joy, the ſwifter 
is the Flight of Time. How quick do 
the 
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the Hours come round when we are 
pleas d with ourſelves, and with our Com- 
pany? But our beſt Pleaſures on this Side 
Heaven are imperfect, and of ſhort Con- 
tinuance; otherwiſe Life, when it was 
paſt,” would appear but like a Winter's- 
Day. In Heaven, the Bleſſedneſs of which 
Place is as large as the Capacities of its 
Inhabitants, and as immortal as them- 
ſelves, a Day equals an Age ſof ours in 
Worth, and an Age in Length ſeems not 
to exceed a Day. But tho? the Blefledneſs 
of the Righteous in that upper World be 
perfect in its Kind, yet, when compar'd 
with the Bleſſedneſs of the Supreme Be- 
ing, it bears no other Proportion than 
that of finite to infinite. How little muſt 

be all Time, then, before him who is thus 
incomprehenſibly bleſſed! It muſt in his 
Sight be as much leſs than it is in che 
Thoughts of the moſt happy of his Crea- 

* tures, as his Felicity is greater than 
theirs. | 8 2 
3. Go is eternal. He not only hath 
a comprehenſive Knowledge of Eternity, 
but hath already exiſted an Eternity. He 
is the Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and the 
Laſt, the Beginning and the End; the 
Beginning of Exiſtence to all Things, and 
therefore to be the End of their Actions, 
himſelf without either Beginning ot End. 
Before the Mountains * brought forth, or 
| eter 
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ever he had formed tbe Earth and the Morla; 
even from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, he is 
God; is the Language of the Pſah» from 
which my Text is taken. A little after 
which it is added, A thouſand Tears in thy 
Sight are but as Teſterday, So that, you tee, 
the Pſalmiſi reſolves it into the Eternity 
of God, that the greateſt finite Duration 
is contemptible in his Sight, He that 
was numberleſs Ages before any Thing 
elſe had a Being, of whom we are not 
able to ſay that there ever was a Time 
when he was not: He, whoſe Duration 
is not capable of being meaſured by any 
Lengths of Time never ſo often repeated; 
who, having been from Eternity, will not 
have — longer ten Millions of Vears 
hence, than he had ten Millions of Years 
ago; how is he to be ador'd for this un- 
fathomable Attribute by all reaſonable 
Creatures, all whoſe Years thrown toge- 
ther can make no Addition to his Eter- 
nity ! Our own Experience ſupplzes us 
with the Obſervation, that the longer we 
have been in the World, the more. con- 
tracted. and diminutive is the Notion we 
have of future Time. 'The Child fancies 
a ſingle Year is a vaſt While in revolving; 
the Looth looking forward to Manhood, 
thinks it a prodigious While before he ar- 
rives to that State. A few Years, becauſe 
they have not ſeen many, are by po 
| I 
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Child and the Youth eſteem'd a wonder- 
ful Term. But now to the Man far ad- 
vanc'd in Life, the ſame Portion of Time 
ſhews much leſs; to a Perſon before 
the Flood, who was ſome Hundreds 
of - Yeats old, they | muſt have appear'd 
leſs again; to the Angels of Liglit they 
muſt appear ſtill *propoFtionably leſs, ac- 
cording as it was longer ſince they were 
created and began to be: But to the 
Everlaſting God that Duration, which a 
Man, an Angel, conceives great, is infi- 
nitely little. & + RN. 
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I PROCEED now to the Application, 
which ! had chiefly an Eye to. And here, 
in the firſt Place, I ſhall apply the Doctrine 
in a few Inferences: DOE B+ 

1. Is the longeſt Term of | Years, as 
nothing in the Sight of God ? Then this 
may help to folve that Objection againſt 
Divine Providence, which hath been ſome- 
times urg'd as unanſwerable, taken from 
the Proſperity of the Wicked, and the 
Afflictions of the Righteous. This, I ſay, 
is abundantly enough to anſwer the Dif- 
ficulty, that the Afflictions of the one 
and 'the Proſperity of the other are both 
remporary. And a temporary Duration 
in the Eye of God is as none ar all. I 
call'd them temporary, when I ſhould 
have faid that they are only momentary, 
3 D 2 Art 
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Art thou afflicted, and ready to cry out 
with the diſconſolate Pſalmiſt, Is his Mercy 
clean gone for ever ? Conſider, Chriſtian, 
*tis thy Impatience makes thee look on 
the Time of thy Affliction as for ever, 
which in itſelf, and as God beholds it, is 
but a ſhort-liv'd Moment. So doth. God 
himſelf ſpeak in the Prophet 1/a. liv. 7, 8. 
For 4 ſmall Moment have I forſaken thee, but 
with great Merc ies will I gather thee. In 4 
little Wrath 1 hid nn Face from thee for a 
Moment; but with everlaſting Kjnadneſs will 
T have Mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Re- 
deemer. How remarkable are thoſe Words! 
How full of Conſolation ! Tis only in a 

little Wrath that God withdraws from 
his People; and this little Wrath is only 
for a Moment, yea, for a ſmall Moment ; 
but his Mercies are great, his Kindneſs 
is everlaſting. Think of this, and repine 
no more againſt Providence. Let every 
Mouth be ſtopped, and all the World 
ſtand ſilent before God. Art thou a pro- 
ſperous Sinner? Lift not up thine Horn 
on high: Speak. not with a ſtiff Neck; 
for Proinotion cometh neither from the 
Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the 
South; but God is the Judge: He putteth 
down. one, and ſetteth up another. What 
is the Duration of thy Proſperity to him? 
Miſtake not, Man, it is but a little while 
rhat he ſeems to be deaf and blind Na 
1 f of 7 t y 
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thy Provocations ; and he may let thee 
alone for ſo a little While, and yet be juſt 
and 75 too. What ſaith the Faun 
Surely thou didſt ſet them in ſlippery Places; 
thou didſt caſt 1 down aft wer 
How are they brought into Deſolation, 48 in 
4 Moment ? They are utterly | conſumed in 
Terrours. As in a Dream when one awaketh; 
ſo, O Lord, when thou awakeſt thou ſhalt de- 
76 their Image, Pſa. IXxili. 18, 19, 20. 
ou reckoneſt thyſelf to ſtand firm; the 
Pſalmiſt tells thee, thou art ſet in a ſlip- 
pery Place: Thou bleſſeſt thyſelf as the 
appieſt of Men; he tells thee thy Hap- 
pineſs is but a U : In thy own 
Conceit thou flouriſheſt for a long Time; 
he tells thee, that *tis only for a Mo- 
ment. Exalt not. thyſelf againſt God; 
miſconſtrue not his Silence; inſult not 
his Providence. The Lord: ſhall laugh at 
thee, for he ſeeth that thy Day is coming; 
the Day of Vengeance; a Day of Trou- 
ble and Diſtreſs, a Day of Waſteneſs and 
Deſolation, a Day of Darkneſs and 
Gloomineſs, a Day of Clouds and thick 
Darkneſs. h 
2. THis Conſideration accounts for the 
ſeemingly ſlow Accompliſhment of God's 
Promiſes and Threatnings. The Pro- 
miſe made to Abraham of inheriting the 
Land of Canaan was not fulfilled till 
near Five Hundred Years after. The 
nn e Promiſe 
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Promiſe of the Meſiah to become incar- 
nate, and redeem Mankind was given 
immediately aſter the Fall, but iſſued not 
into the Event till the End of about Four 
Thouſand Years. And from hence Celſus, 
a great Enemy to the Chriſtian Religi- 
. on, takes Occaſion to compare God tv 
Jupiter in the Comedy, as waking out of 
a long Sleep ®. But, when it is conſi- 
dered, that in the Sight of God a thou- 
ſand Years are but as Yeſterday; and 
that he calleth thoſe Things which be 
not, as though they were; no Time is 
— that intervenes between the Pro- 
miſe and its Accompliſhment. And there- 
fore it is obſervable, concerning the In- 
ſtance firſt mentioned, that God faith to 
Abraham, I have made thee a Father of many 
Nations: He doth not ſay, I will make 
thee ſo; to ſignify that there is no Dif- 
ference of Time with Reſpe& to him. 
He calleth thoſe Things which. are not, 4s 
though they were. Rom. iv. 17. And tho' 


before Chriſt came in the Fleſh ſeveral _ 


Ages were elaps'd, yet, it being conſider'd, 
that he was the Lamb of God, flain from 
the Foundation of the World in the De- 
cree of God, and in Types and Figures, 
and that the Efficacy of his Death reach'd 
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as well to all the Generations before as 
thoſe that followid; the Lateneſs of his 
Coming cannot be thought to derogate 
from the Wiſdom or Love of in 
ing him into the World. 80 that 
what the Prophet affirms of a parti- 
cular Cafe, holds univerſally true. The 
Vifion is an appointed Im; but at "the 
Ed it ſhall ak, and ſhall nos lie; the” it 
rarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, 
it will not tarry. Hab i. 3. In the fame 
Verſe the Prophecy is fuppos'd to tar- 
ry, and yet faid not tarry ; the Reaſon 
is, that in our Thoughts it tarries; but 
as God's Thoughts are not as ours, in 
Reality it makes hafte. Let us apply this 
to the Promiſes of our future Reſt and 
Glory. Beholding them afar off, we ſheuld 
embrace them, confeſs that we are Stran- 
gers and Pilgrims upon Earth, as ſuch 
make the beſt of the Entertainment we 
meet with, and contentedly want our 
Happineſs till we come where is its 
prope Seat and Manſon. © Death hes 
tween us and the Felicity promiſed ; 
but how far off is Death? at moſt, no 
farther than a few Years; and then the 
everlaſting Door opens, and we not only 
behold the Inheritance of the Saints, but 
enter upon it. And then for the divine 
Threatnings, though it be moſt true that 
God is not ſwift to execute them, bur 
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patiently waits for the Effect of his Le- 
nity and Forbearance; it is not therefore 
the leſs certain on the other Hand, that 
he does not ſo delay the Puniſhment 
threaten'd, as any Way to encourage 
the Preſumption of Sinners; or to give 
them the leaſt Ground to believe, that, 
however peremptory his Threatnings be, 
he will not be exact to his Word. If 
he defers the Stroke, it is to give thee 
Time to diſarm his Anger by thy Re- 
pentance and Amendment; and after all, 
the utmoſt Limits of his Patience (which 
when compar' d with the Heinouſneſs of 
our Sins and his infinite Holineſs and Juſtice, 
deſerves our Aſtoniſhment) in Regard of his 
Eternity are very inconſiderable. He liveth 
for ever. Nb 1 blow Niels 
3. BEHOL D here the Foundation on 
which the general and laſt Judgment of 
the World is delay'd. The old World 
enjoyed God's Forbearance, for ſeveral 
Centuries; but however before the Con- 
clulion of two thouſand Years, being over- 
flow'd with Water, periſheth. Since the 
Deluge the World hath, in ſome Ages of 
it, been deplorably wicked, and is ſo at 
this preſent; and yet hath ſtood many 
thouſands of Years, the Object of Gods 
favourable Regard, and, for ought we 
know, may do ſo ſome thouſands of Years 
longer. We who are apt to wonder, 

| ſhould 
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why God ſhould continue ſuch an Apoſtate 
Race, and bear the Manners of ſo many 
Generations of Sinners, can hardly forbear 
ſaying as the Scoffers mentioned by the 
Apoſtle Peter: Where is the Promiſe of his 
Coming ? For ſince the Fathers fell afleep, ' all 
Things continue as they were from the Begin- 
ning of the Creation. But the Doctrine 
contain'd in my Text is a plain Confu- 
tation of this profane Arguing, and applied 
to this very Purpoſe by that Apoſtle, Who, 
borrowing the Words of the Pſalmiſt with 
a very little Variation, faith, But, Beloved, 
be not ignorant of this one Thing, That one 
Day is with the Lord as a thouſand Tears, 
and a thouſand Tears as one Day- The Lord 
is not ſlack concerning his Promiſe, as ſome 
Men count Slackneſs; but ts ” ſuffering to 
us- ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to Repentance. But 
the Day of the Lord will come as 4 Thief in 
the Night, in the which the Heavens ſhall paſe 
away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat, the Earth alſo 
with the Works that are therein (hail be burnt 
a 2 Pet. iii. 8, 9, 10. This Apoſtle 
aith, that the Day of the Lord will come. 
Another of the inſpir'd Penmen ſpeaks-of 
Yet u little while, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. Heb. 10. 37. Not 
to mention, that the 'World hath not yet 
filled up the Meaſure of its Iniquities, 


nor 
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nor God yet filled up the Number of his 
People; not to mention, that the Works 
of Providence are not yet finiſh'd, that 
. Prophecies are yet unfulfill'd, and glorious 
Deſigns yet unaccompliſh'd :. I ſhall only 
take notice of the Conſideration which the 
Text ſuggeſts, . that the longeſt Term of 
Years, whatever it may ſeem. to us, is 
Nothing in his Sight who hath Eternity 
ſubject to his View: A thouſand Tears are 
but 4s Teſterday, and conſequently the many 
Thoufands that may. paſs from the Begin- 
ning to the final, Conſummation of Things, 
are, at moſt, hut like ſo many Days that 
are fled and gone. Be it, therefore, never 
more ſaid, that our Lord delayeth his 
coming. Theſe are the Inferences, Which, 
Deter, 7 naturally flow from the 
octrine, now haſten to a Uſe of 
Exhortation. | 
2. Let us then be exhorted to frame 
our. Apprehenſions of Time by the Judg- 
ment of God. After our utmoſt Endea- 
vour, there will be a vaſt Proportion be- 
tween our Thoughts of it and his. How- 
ever, let us bring our Conceptions as near 
as we can to this Standard; and the beſt 
.Method we can take for this Purpoſe is 
to compare Time with Eternity. This 


we can do in ſome Degree, having an Idea 


of Eternity; and this we ſhould do, becauſe 
We are appointed to Eternity. 


i. WE 
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1. Wt are in ſome fort able to cam- 
pare Time and Eternity; being not with- 
out an Idea of this interminable Dura- 
tion, tho? very imperfect. © We have not 
a poſitiye, adequate, and comprehenfive 
View of Eternity ; no created Being hath 
ſo: Tis the Pretogative of the infinite 
and eternal Mind, but we can conceive 
of it aftet᷑ an obſcure and indefinite Man- 
ner; ſomewhat like the Survey a Man 
takes of the Ocean from on board a Veſſel 
failing in the Midſt of it: He fees the 
Ocean, though not the whole Ocean, and, 
where his Sight is terminated by its own 
Weakneſs, can perceive that the Ocean 
extends farther than he can ſee. Inferior 
Creatures are ſhut up within the preſent 
Time, but the Mind of Man diffuſes and 
ſtretches itſelt into Futurity, and paſſing over 
all the Bounds of r e can ſup- 
poſe a Duration that is without Bound. 
Now when the Thoughts do thus dwell 
upon Eternity, how does Time, the long- 
eſt Time, diſappear! Conceive a Moun- 
tain of Sand riſing up to the Stars; (tis 
a Similitude often made uſe of to illuſtrate 
this Subject) though this amazing Heap 
be ſuppoſed to waſte but a Sand every 
Million of Years, it will in Time be 
exhauſted, and fink down to a Level; but 
Eternity will never, never, be all ſpent, 
when innumerable Ages have run out, *twill 
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beas far from ending as ever, becauſe indeed 
N | 12091 FRY * 

2, As we are, able to make this Com- 
pariſon between Time and Eternity, ſo 


o N 4 


We are nearly concern'd to do it, in re- 
gard that God hath defign'd us for Eter- 
ny... A plain Proof that this is the In- 
tention. of our Creator is, the Idea of 
Eternity, mention'd . before, join'd with 
the, reftleſs unextinguiſhable Deſire of it 
that every Man may. obſerve in bimſelf. 
This Idea and this Delire are both natu- 
ral, T mean, belonging to primitive Na- 
ture; and + therefore, we may well con- 
clude, chere is ſome Object to match this 
Idea, and to ſatisfy this Deſire. God 
never planted Deſires in any of his Crea- 
tures, for no other End but to be their 
Torment: as *tis evident the Deſire, 
without the Hope, of Immortality, would 
be to Man. Inſomuch that, ſetting aſide 
the Belief of an immortal Life, it is 
impoſſible for Omnipotence to make a 
rational Creature perfectly happy, ſince 
the Shadow of Death would darken, the 
brighteſt Scene; and the Fear of it, like 


a Worm hid in the Root, conſume and 


kill all his Delights: And with this Evi- 


dence from Reaſon agrees the Teſtimony 
of Scripture, Matt. xxv. 46. And as our 


Idea of Eternity is a Proof of it, ſo is 


it likewite an Indication of the Nature 
of 


' 
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of that Eternity which is reſerv'd for us. 
Our Idea of Eternity. is not of a Duration 
actually infinite, but of one that is in- 
creaſing to Infinity.” And ſuch is the 
Eternity that Man is to enjoy. Our 
actual Exiſtence will fen Lee and 
temporary; for after never ſo many Re- 
volutions of Ages, were we then to ceaſe 
to exiſt, the Line of our Duration would 
be terminated both Ways, and conſe- 


quently be finite : For Which Reaſon, it 


is not ſo proper to ſay of any Creature 
that it is eternal, as thar it is immortal. 


This mortal Life had a Beginning, and 


will have an End; the Life to come hath 


a Beginning, but no End. The Soul will 
never once die; and the Man, after the 
Reſurrection, will not die any more. Now 
when this is the Caſe, that we belong to 
Eternity, and have ſo great an Intereſt 
In it, ſhould. we not often think of Eter- 
Nity ? Should we not often compare Time 
and Eternity: together? The Perſians have 
this moral Sentence inſcrib'd' on a publick 
Bridge at Ipahan; The World is a true 
Bridge, make an End of poing over it, Over 
this Bridge we are travelling into a 
boundleſs Region, an eternal World. We 
muſt be ſtupid not to reflect whither we 
are going ; without all Underftanding, to 
have everlaſting Life before us, and not 
comparatively to deſpiſe this * 

this 
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this fading Eife. Were we us'd ſoberly 
to contemplate the Difference between 
4 temporal and eternal Duration, we 
Ahould reckon this Life but a Span: we 
"ſhould tranſact the Buſinefs of Life, and 
receive the Events of it with more Mo- 
detation; and an awful Concern” for Eter- 
nity would ſilence all our diſtracting 
Cares about Time, and the Things of 
Time; as the Groans of à dying Man 
are no more heard amidſt Roar of 
Cannon. . 9 4 O 299919 of en e 
Meere . rn 
I $HALL- conclude the Whole with a 
little Advice concerning the "New Tear. 
Let us conſider that all our Times are 
not = in the Sight of God, as the Ob- 
jects of his Fore knowledge; but in his 
Hand, as ſubject to his uncontroulable 
Decree. Let us therefore pray, as the 
Author of this Pſalm, Sa teach us to num- 
ber our Days, that we mn apply our Hearts 
unto Wiſdom. © Particularly, let us ſhew our 
Wiſdom in theſe Two Things.” 
1. Ln Tus reſolve, each one for him- 
ſelf, to live after a Manner as if this 
were to be our laſt Lear. It is not im- 
poſſible but it may; nor very unlikely, 
conſidering the many Thouſands that every 
Hour leave this World in one part of it or 
other. But granting we are more likely 
to live than to die this Year, yet ſeeing 
11117 the 
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the Event doth not always : follow the 
greateſt Likelihood, and the Conſequence 
of being miſtaken is ſo very terrible, 
and never to be retriev'd; it cannot but 


be our Wiſdom to act upon the Sup 
ſition of our dying this Tear. Our 
Year will come; this none of you queſti- 


ons; and when it comes may begin alto · 
« oled 


ther like this: We may be d of 
as much, Health and Strength at our En- 
trance into it, and every thing may pro- 


miſe as fairly; and for the ſame Reaſon 
as my laſt Lear may begin like this, why. 
may not this be my laſt > Have I any 
Marks by which to know my laſt Year 


when it arrives? As in the Days before 
the Flood, They were eating and drinking, 


marrying and giving in marriage, until the Day 


that Noah entred into the Ark; and knew not 


until the Flood came, and took them all away ; 


and as it ſhall be the ſame when the Son 
of Man cometh to judge the World, 
Matt. xxiv. 37, Cc. no leſs ſudden and 
unexpected is the Approach of Death to 


particular Perſons. It ſurprizes them in 


the midſt of their Buſineſs and Pleaſures; 


hurries away their Souls before the Tri- 


bunal of God, naked, trembling, aſtoniſh'd, 


and in that very Day all their Thoughts 
periſn: But you are in the Flower 
and Strength of Youth, ; and have no 
Apprehenſions of Death's being ſo near. 


This, 


* 
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'E Ti 1 confeſs, were ſomewhat, if the 
young Men were privileged from the 
Arreſt of Death, . not ſo liable to its 
Stroke as thoſe that are older. But alas! 
do we not fee the young Man and the 
old, the Strong and the Feeble, carried' 
without any Order to the Grave ? One 
Man (as Job expreffes it) dieth in his full 
Strength, being wholly at Eaſe and Quiet. 
Another dieth' in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, and 
never eateth Pleaſure, Job xxi. 2 — 2 
Well then, ſince 1 muſt die, 9 42 


this Year; What do 1 talk of this Nur 


Since this very Night my Soul may be 

ired of me; will from this Moment 
begin to live as a dying Creature. I will 
ſettle my Peace with God» by a ſincere 


Repentance of all my Sins againſt him; 
make fure of an Intereſt in the only Sa- 


viour of Sinners; eſteem Religion my chief 
Buſineſs and Concern; work out my Sal- 
vation with Fear and Trembling ; ; redeem 


my Time; be holy in all manner of Con- 


verſation; die daily to the World; mind 
heavenly Things; and converſe much with 
myſelf, with my God, and with Eternity. 
It is thus a 81 Creature ought to live; 


and ſuch, by the Grace of God, I am 


reſolv'd my . Lite ſhall be. It will 
be no Prejudice, no Diſſervice at all, to 
me ſo to live, tho? I ſhould ſurvive this, 
=> many Years more. By living —_— 
5 this 
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this Manner I ſhall render myſelf fit for 
longer Life, for the Improvement, and for 
the Enjoyment of it; I ſhall have more 
Peace in my own: Boſom, and paſs the 
Remainder of my Days free from the 
ſervile Dread of Death. And for this 
alone, if there were nothing elſe, it is 
worth my while to lead a holy Life. If 
'T ſhould die this Year, I am ſafè and 


happy: Death, come when it will, cannot 


be untimely; or where, and how it will, 
cannot be terrible. I foreſee I ſhall: be 
tempted to Worldlineſs, to Delays,” to a 
vain Confidence of 'Futurity ; but I will 
encounter and overcome the Temptation 

ith this Thought, That poſſibly T am to 
tie chis Year, and before I am advanced 
far into it. Which is the Conſideration 
with Which the Apoftle James repreſſes 
the overforward Hopes and Purpoſes of 
ſome, that they would go to ſuch a City, 
and there continue a Year, and buy and 
ſell and get Gain; Mhbereas (faith he) ge 
know not mhat ſball he on the Morrow ; (they 
made ſure of a Lear, and knew not What 
ſnould be on the Morfow:;)' for what is your 
Life?" It is even 4 Vapour that appeareth far 4 
little Time, and then vaniſhes away. 

2. LET us provide for the Changes of 
the Lear, which may be great, ſudden, 
and many. In the other World eternal 
Ages will roll on without any the leaſt 

| F Change. 
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Change: But it is not ſo here. For 

our Parts, We know not what a Year, a 

Month, a Week, a Day, may bring forth: 
Yea. as the wiſe Poet obſerves, 
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Quid quiſq; vitet nunquam Homini ſatis 
Cautum eſt in Horas. —— 


A Man can never be ſufficiently on his Guard 
againſt the Accidents which the next Hour may 


bring with it. What is more common 
than to hear People ſay, when any nota- 
ble: Alteration hath befallen them, How 
little did I think of this ſuch a Time! as 
Yeſterday, or the laſt Week? We ſhall do 
well to make a like Reflection before: hand, 
How little do I now imagine what Changes 
a ſhort Time will produce! There is a Time 
to every Purpoſe and to every Event. and 


hardly is there that Thing to be mention'd 


which doth not become ſeaſonable in its 
Turn; and when it is ſo, it ſhall come 
round. As the Night againſt the Day, 
and Winter againſt Summer, ſo is Ad- 
verſity ſet over againſt Proſperity. Theſe 
Times are hidden fram all but the Al- 
mighty; For Man alſo knoweth not his Time: 
As the Fiſhes that are taken in an evil Net, 
and as the Birds that are caught in the Snare; 


ſo are the Sons of Men ſnared in an evil Time, 
when it cometh ſuddenly upon them, Eccl. ix. 


12. This Change of Times is neceſſary 
| | to 
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to inſtruct us in the Knowledge both of the 
World, and of ourſelves; to convince us of its 
Vanity, and that it cannot be our Happineſs 
our Reſt, our Home, 'and final State. of 
ourſelves; how ignorant, how weak, how 
dependent we are! to cure us of our 
Pride, our Earthlineſs, our Senfuality, to 
mortify Corruption, and to improve the 
Graces of the divine Spirit in us. Againſt 
theſe Changes if we are willing to be pro- 
vided, let us ſecure a Refuge in God, and 
arm and prepare our own Minds. God is 
the Strength of the Righteous in the Time of 
Trouble, 15 xxxvii. 39. Py cleaving to him 
we enjoy the Benet of his Strength and 
| ane as a Leaf which lying on 
the Ground is driven to and fro by every 
Wind, when it hangs and flouriſhes on the 
Tree, can endure the Shock of violent 
Storms. It is a mutable World that we 
live in, but under the Direction of an un- 
changeable God, whoſe Purpoſes of Love 
vary not, tho' his Diſpenſations do. All 
our Times are in his Hands, he orders their 
Succeſſion, and this with a gracious View to 
the ſpiritual and final Happineſs of his Peo- 
ple. He will ſuſtain us under our Burthens, 
and deliver us out of our Troubles: For 
which Reaſon let us truſt in him at all times, 
And next to a well-grounded Truſt in God, 
let us remember to arm and prepare our own 
Minds, with a wiſe Foreſight of the oy 
that 
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that are to come, which 8 not half ſo grie- 
vous and ſtunning when they come not un- 
expected with Chriſtian Patienes, Fortitude 
and Reſolution, Fhich wil, ſteel the Mind, 
** render: i nerable; and finally, with | 
the Hope of a more bleſſed World, which as 
he 5 e dur: will keep us from 
actuating with the Things around us. By 
this Means, we ee: have as much Stedfaſty 
neſs and Settlement as the Nature of ou 
State and Circumſtances in the World will 
rmit. We may be ſometimes a little ſha- 
37 but never remov'd from the firm Baſis 
we ſtand on. 'Therafſured Belief, the lively 
Nac d and comfortable Hope of a 
uture State, where a thouſand Years ſpent 
in full Content and Felicity are but as one 
Day; of a City that bath Foundations, a 
Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal in the 
Heavens; a Crown of Glory that fadeth not 
away; of unmixed Joys, uninterrupted Sa- 
tisfaftion, and Pleaſures, that run with a 
perpetually freſh and never failing Current, 
have Virtue more than ſufficient to fortify 
the Soul againſt preſent Changes, and to 
preſerve it in an even State of Peace and 
Tranquillity, till God ſhall command its 
Diſcharge from this Body of Sin and Death, 
and receive ĩt to its everlaſting Reſt, 
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